Pediatric medication safety: the power of the team.
Children are at risk from adverse medication events. National attention has been focused on medication errors resulting from medication formulation issues to medication administration issues. There is a compelling need to improve strategies that will result in reduced risk as well as reduced harm to children from medication mishaps. Opportunity exists to enhance the efforts of national medication safety groups by identifying teams at every level of care that might best apply research findings to pediatric medication safety processes. This review describes the evidence basis of pediatric medication safety strategies and the national teams that substantially influence the application of these strategies at facility, unit, and community levels, and it asserts that medication safety strategies matter most at the level of the child.